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When looking at the visual forms, what shapes our experience:
feeling or thought, sensation or meaning, intuition or logic, or
do they all coexist in the inherent human need for inquiry? To
question not what we see but how we see, and where the senso-
ry perception meets the reflective one is the principle concern of
Altervista. As a collaborative project of four artists: Elizabeth
lerulli, Laura McCallum, James Nelson, and Nancy Steinson,
this site-specific installation attempts to dissolve the architectur-
al boundaries of the raw exhibition space—cement walls, ceil-
ing, and columns—into a new weightless configuration.
Assimilating the concepts of spacial drawing and sculpture, and
merging elements made of metal strips and wire with trans-
lucent materials—mylar, vinyl, fiberglass, Altervista de-
materializes the space into a diaphanous composition of
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constant change. While a multiplicity of separate, floating forms

deployed across the space turns the rigid geometric structure of

One Main space into an organic entity, the interaction of these

fluid shapes gives the effect of airiness and immateriality.

Activated by light, the installation creates a perceptual realm of
direct phenomena that operates as ephemera versus permanence,
transitory presence versus absolute truth. Similarly, the photo-
graphic work by Dean Brown set in the adjoining space of the
Artists' Window further explores the concept of endless muta-
tion of forms and perpetual transience. Altogether, Altervista
suggests that visual experience is conditional, grounded in
circumstances; defined not by materiality but the viewer's aes-
thetic perception. As Merleau-Ponty said once: "Perception
does not give me a truth like geometry, but presence.”
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